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LAW n. 353/2000: Framework bill on Forest Fires 

 
The State is responsible for guiding, coordinating and monitoring 

the activities.  

In particular, through COAU –  
Joint Aircraft Operations Centre,  

the Civil Protection Department is responsible  
for coordinating the State Fleet. 

REGIONAL ACTIVITIES regarding Forest Fire Fighting 
 

The Regions are responsible for activating OPERATION ROOMS  

to coordinate the various organizations engaged in fire fighting and 
also civil protection operations, where required.  
 
The Regions are also responsible for activating regional prediction, 
prevention and operational PLANS updated every year.  
 
Specific arrangements and agreements with the National Forestry 
Commission and the National Fire Brigade are established on a local 
basis in the plans, as well as with the network of volunteers. 

 
       



Forest Fires – the Marche Region 
 
Approximately 89% of the territory of the Marche Region consists of 
hilly or mountainous terrain, covered mostly (about 30%) by the 
woodland.  
 
Studies have been conducted in collaboration with the Forestry 
Commission, that have focused on the climate and the 
geomorphological and botanical aspects of the region.  
Following the processing of the data thus obtained the Marche 
Forestry Commission produced a paper on the risk of forest fires, as 
a result we now know how high the risk of forest fires is for each 
area in the territory. 
 
The forest fires are closely connected with the changing seasons and 
weather conditions: in the Marche Region forest fires occur mainly in 
the summer. 
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“REGIONAL PLAN for the programming of the forecasting 
and prevention and ACTIVE STRUGGLE against forest 

fires“ 
(Regional Council Resolution n. 1462 of 08/02/2002) 

  

 

 

 

Work closely with the Marche Region: 
 

• the PROVINCES on sightings;  
 

• the MOUNTAIN COMMUNITIES with the logistics; 
 

• the MUNICIPALITIES to activate the procedures of their Municipal Fire Plans 

   and in any case to assist the operators in the area of the event. 

 

 
 

“REGIONAL PLAN for FOREST FIRE FIGHTING“ 
 
 

• PLANS the active struggle;  
• ENSURES the coordination of local and national structures; 

•  SETS UP and MANAGES the Permanent Unified Operation Room 
with continuous operation during periods of Forest Fire risk; 

•  MAKES available its own aircraft and resources as well as the teams 
on the ground of the Fire Brigade, the Forestry Commission and 

voluntary Organizations. 
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THE FUNCTIONAL CENTER of the MARCHE REGION - 
AREA WEATHER FORECAST 



The Operation Room, on duty 24/7, is a COMMUNICATION HUB  
providing  information  

and is a coordination and technical SUPPORT  
for LAND MONITORING . 

 
 

PERMANENT UNIFIED OPERATION ROOM  

(SOUP) 

Radio equipment is connected to the regional radio network, 
dedicated to spoken communication,  

which is distributed to all the Municipalities, the Provinces,  
The Mountain Communities, the Prefectures,  

as well as in the headquarters of the Marche Fire Brigade, 
of the Marche Forestry Commission and of the Coast Guard. 



 
PERMANENT UNIFIED OPERATION ROOM  

(SOUP) 

 

The Operating Procedures on forest fires  
have been prepared for the operators of the Operation Room  

in such a way that all the steps are respected  
and the information of all stakeholders are guaranteed. 
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1)Annual Agreement 
  

   for the use of A HELICOPTER  
 in the activities of Forest Fire Fighting,  
   Civil Protection and Environmental Monitoring, 

at regional level. 
 
 
The USE of HELICOPTER AB 412/CFS: 
 
•  PERIOD of Forest Fire Fighting 
15 JUNE – 15 SEPTEMBER 
Double Crew coverage the Ephemeris  
(80 hours flight) 

•  EXTRA PERIOD of Forest Fire Fighting 
01 JUNE–14 JUNE;16 SEPTEMBER–31 DECEMBER 
(40 hours flight) 

COLLABORATION with the FORESTRY COMMISSION 
Three-year Agreement between the Marche Region and the Ministry of Agriculture, Food and 
Forestry  to collaborate with the Marche Forestry Commission, in the context of regional 

activities (2013 – 2016) 
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   2) Annual Agreement for the activities of  

          PREDICTION and PREVENTION and FIGHTING of FOREST FIRES. 
 
• Reconnaissance activities throughout the region of water points; 

 
• Survey of the burned areas, aimed at creating / updating, by the Municipalities, the 
   Cadastre (land register) of burned areas; 
 
•  Activation of the helicopter in the Convention; 
 
• Activation of the Air Fleet of State (14 Canadair) and ensure a Director of fighting  
  operations (DOS);  
 
•  Coordination of volunteers and presence of an official in regional Operation Room  
   during the period of Forest Fire Risk; 
 
• Operating Units Shutdown with fire trucks and  
   related human resources; 
 
• Investigations; 
 
• Training.  

COLLABORATION WITH THE FORESTRY COMMISSION 
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1.ANNUAL AGREEMENT  

  for the activities of Forest Fire Fighting 
    
    
 

   Each year, the enhancement of the service of Firefighters is  
   activated during the period of maximum danger (01/07 – 15/09) 
   for a period of 44 days for 12 hours a day.  
    
    

COLLABORATION with the NATIONAL FIRE BRIGADE 
Three-year Agreement between the Marche Region and the Ministry of Interior – Department of 
Firefighters, of Public Rescue and  Civil Defense, in the context of regional activities (2014–2017) 

    

   The expansion of the service will cover the formation of 2 teams of  
   permanent Firefighters for each provincial Command, for a total of 8  
   teams, with daily service from 08.00 am to 08.00 pm, as follows:  
 
•   2 teams for the territory of the Province of Ancona and the Regional Park of Monte Conero, for a total of 10  

         units of staff;  
 

•    2 teams for the territory of Province of Pesaro-Urbino and the Colle San Bartolo, for a total of  9 units  
          of staff;  
    
•    2 teams for the territory of the Province of Macerata, for a total of  8 units of staff;  

 
•    2 teams in the Province of Ascoli Piceno and the Province of Fermo, for a total of  9 units of staff. 
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COLLABORATION with the NATIONAL FIRE BRIGADE 

2) ANNUAL AGREEMENT  
   for the presidium of Permanent Unified Operation 

Room and others activities.  

 
• Training of civil protection Volunteers;  

 
• Presence of Firefighters in the Operation Room (SOUP) 

(during the period of maximum danger for forest fires, ensure the 
presence of an operator and a Technical Officer – the hours are extended 
in case of major interventions in progress). 
 

 
• Any other activity that involves the Firefighters for different tasks 

and in addition to those done in the normal way, such as training 
missions and simulations.  

 



These are the procedures governing the activities of all those  
involved  in the management of Forest Fire Fighting: 

 
 

- Report of fire;  
 

- Early intervention; 
  

- Advanced Point of Coordination (PCA);  
 

- Unit/Core in contact with the Fire; 
-  

- Functions of the Director of Fighting Operations (DOS – Forestry 
Commission);  

 
- Functions of the Head of Rescue Operations (ROS – Fire Brigade);  

 
- Functions of the DOS and the ROS in situations of Forest Fires and 

Interface  

Annually the OPERATING PROCEDURES  
for the emergency management of Forest Fires  

are agreed and signed by the regional Civil Protection –  
the Firefighters – the Forestry Commission 



 
 

VOLUNTARY ORGANIZATIONS 
 

Civil Protection Volunteers are involved   
in the SIGHTING (1), which is organized by the Provinces,  

and in the teams “OPERATING UNITS TO PUT OUT THE FIRES” (2).  
 

  The optimization of the same voluntary organizations  
  in those 2 activities,  

makes it possible to combine: 
  a) the prevention with the presence of volunteers on the territory,  

b) the sighting,  
  c) the early intervention. 

 
Volunteers make up the teams called OPERATING UNITS TO PUT OUT THE 

FIRES, that support the Forestry Commission and the Fire Brigade  

in the exstinguishing activities. 
 

The activity associated with forest fires are obviously a risk activity  
and it is necessary that operators are adequately trained  

(training of first and second level for volunteers, giving priority to those 
belonging to the areas most at risk)  

and equipped with personal protective equipment (PPE) . 

 
 
 
 

The “Directions for the activities  
of Forest Fire Fighting"  

are followed by all voluntary Organizations:  
 

  - Maximum Age to carry out the activities of Forest Fire Fighting;  

 

  - Team-type of early intervention;  
 
  - Procedures to be used by the emergency response team:  
     arrival on site in the absence of DOS / ROS,  

     arrival on site in the presence of DOS/ROS,  
     period of activity,  
     Benefits Law,  
     Insurance,  
     Motor vehicles. 
 



 REGIONAL PROGRAM OF HEALTH CONTROL 
FOR 

FOREST FIRE FIGHTING VOLUNTEERS  

 

• Since 2003 the Marche Region has established 
free medicals, required for the exercise of 
voluntary activities of civil protection and 
emergency medical service. 

 

 

• Since 2012 “Procedures for the implementation of 
health checks for volunteers, who participate in 
the Civil Protection activities related to the forest 
fires fighting”. 



DGR 934/2012 “Procedures for the implementation of health 
checks for volunteers, who participate in the Civil Protection 
activities related to the forest fire fighting”. 

HEALTH PROTOCOL: 

  
A) health check with establishment of personal medical records   

    (medical history, clinical exam, visus examination); 

  
B) Electrocardiogram;  
 

C) Spirometry;  
 

D) Tetanus vaccination. 

 

E) Any further investigations, such as audiometry, blood tests, etc.. 

     considered necessary by the medical certifier.  
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Age limits for the activities of Forest Fire Fighting  

By analogy with the provisions of the National Fire 
Brigades, the maximum age for practising Forest 
Fire Fighting, is fixed at 58 years old.  

Volunteers between the age of 58 years and 65 
years, with a certificate of attendance to the second 
module of the forest fire fighting training course, can 
participate in the composition of the team of emergency 
but must limit their activities to the support of 
other colleagues (eg, driver, operator module) . 
 

  

    All volunteers engaged in Forest Fire 
Fighting must undergo health checks 
to certify the eligibility every two 
years until they are 65 years of 
age. 
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The teams called “OPERATING UNITS TO PUT OUT THE FIRES”: 
a) the Forest Fire Fighting module,  

b) The crew type is composed of 3 trained Forest Fire Fighting 2nd level  
  volunteers.  

 
VOLUNTARY ORGANIZATIONS 

 

THE SHIFTS of the teams called  
“OPERATING UNITS TO PUT OUT THE FIRES” 

 are prepared for all PROVINCES. 
These shifts will be used by the operators of  

the Permanent Unified Operation Room 
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the shifts of the “OPERATING UNITS TO PUT OUT THE FIRES”  
 

Province of Pesaro and Urbino  

 

The territory it’s been divided into 3 main areas.  
On these zones are operational teams NOS from 1 july to 15 September :  

23 voluntary organizations, 220 rounds, about 550 men. 
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the shifts of the “OPERATING UNITS TO PUT OUT THE FIRES” 
 

Province of Ancona 
 

The territory it’s been divided into 2 main areas : Fabrianese/Conero. 
10 voluntary organizations, 238  rounds, about 600 men. 
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the shifts of the “OPERATING UNITS TO PUT OUT THE FIRES” 
 

Province of Fermo 
 

The territory it’s been divided into 3 main areas. 
On these zones are operational teams NOS from 1 july to 15 September :  

7 voluntary organizations, about 200 men 
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the shifts of the “OPERATING UNITS TO PUT OUT THE FIRES” 
 

Province of Ascoli Piceno 
 

The territory it’s been divided into 3 main areas. 
13  Voluntary organizations, 231  rounds, about 550 men. 
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the shifts of the “OPERATING UNITS TO PUT OUT THE FIRES” 

 

Province of Macerata 
 

The territory it’s been divided into 4 main areas. 
19  Voluntary Organizations, 211 rounds, about 500 men. 



 
 

We are organizing 
a new training program on “forest fire fighting” and  

we are also going to provide new  
personal protective equipment (PPE) 

for forest fire fighting volunteers. 
 

 

During the next period of Forest Fire risk 
we will try to increase the number  

of the teams called  
“OPERATING UNITS TO PUT OUT THE FIRES”, 

 working with the Provinces  
and voluntary organizations, 
to make it possible to unify  

the dual function, the alarm and the emergency response,  
in a single crew of volunteers.  

 
 

This activity will allow us to save  
not only financial resources,  

but also women, men and equipment!!!  
 
 


